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Probably beginning in the early 1400s, shep-
herds began placing a bell around the neck of
the lead wether. A wether, in Middle English,
was a castrated male sheep. The sheep with the
bell was the lead weder, and was also called the
belle-weder. By using the bell, a shepherd could
keep track of the movements of his flock by
hearing the bell, even when it was not in sight.
Over time, the language slightly changed and
the word morphed from "weder" into the current
"wether." Eventually, the expression began be-
ing used in other contexts to refer to a person or
thing that assumes the leadership or forefront,
for instance in a profession or industry. A bell-
wether year is one that is considered a sign of
what will happen in the future.

2024 has been a bellwether year for Methodists –
though not in a good way. While the signs of
division have been present for a long time, this is
the year when the divisions within the United
Methodist Church came to a head and there was
an actual split. This split is changing the entire
look of Methodism as one contingent moves to
follow traditional biblical beliefs, while the other
seeks to follow the lead of other liberal denomina-
tions that have left biblical theology to follow some
strand of non-biblical, liberal theology.

In the Methodist split, it was the churches that
were determined to remain faithful to biblical
teachings who are leaving the denomination.
These churches are either forming their own new
denomination, or joining together with other al-
ready established churches of the Wesleyan tra-
dition. Those who are remaining in the United

Methodist denomination are primarily the ones who
are holding to liberal theological beliefs.

Obviously, both groups claim to be Methodist, and
beyond that, both claim to be Christian. The question we
need to answer, though, is: Is it true that both are
Christian? To answer that question, we need to look
specifically at what constitutes a genuine Christian faith.

Understanding the Core of a Faith System
The first thing a person needs to grasp when looking
at a faith system (any faith system) is its core beliefs.
There is a set of beliefs that define every faith system's
essential core, and if any of those core beliefs are
changed, you have moved out of that belief system
and into another one.

The way those essential core beliefs are identified is
by answering three worldview questions based on the
authority source of that faith system. The three ques-
tions are:

1. What is the nature of ultimate reality? (Who is God?)
2. What is a human being? (What is man?)
3. What is the ultimate a person can gain in this life?
(What is salvation?)

We will now take a look at how biblical Christianity
answers those questions. We will follow up by looking
at how "United Methodists" answer them. Once we do
that, we will be able to compare the answers to see
where they are the same and where differences lie.

How Biblical Christianity Answers the Questions.
The primary authority source for biblical Christianity is
what is taught in the Bible. Thus, we are looking for
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how the Bible answers the three
essential worldview questions.

1. What is the nature of ultimate
reality?
The Bible teaches that there exists
a spiritual, eternal part of reality and
a material, temporal part. The eter-
nal part exists outside of the materi-
al universe, and is not bound by its
natural laws. Living in that eternal
part is an eternal God who is de-
scribed in the Bible as a trinitarian
person, and as holy, just, and love.
This eternal God, Himself, created
the natural universe out of nothing
based on His own will.

2. What is a human being?
The Bible describes human beings
as persons created in the image of
God, but fallen. Being created in the
image of God, human beings have
the personhood characteristics of
God.

However, human beings are also
fallen creatures. That is, while hav-
ing God's personhood characteris-
tics, they have them imperfectly –
whereas God has them perfectly.
Man's fallenness came about be-
cause Adam and Eve sinned and
brought this condition upon the hu-
man race.

3. What is the ultimate a person can
gain in this life?
God's purpose for creating mankind
in the first place was for relationship
with Himself. The Bible teaches that
to solve the problem of our fallen-
ness, individuals must enter into a
personal relationship with God
based on Christ's substitutionary
death on the cross and resurrection
from the dead. This is done by per-
sonally receiving Christ as Savior
and Lord by grace through faith.

How United Methodists Answer
the Questions.
As we evaluate the beliefs of United
Methodists, it is important to make

a couple of careful distinctions. First,
not all people who have remained a
part of the United Methodist denomi-
nation have bought into the liberal the-
ology that they have adopted. There
are still many faithful Christians who
have, for one reason or another,
stayed in the denomination. Some
have stayed in because they find it
difficult to part with the church or tradi-
tion they grew up in. Others have
stayed in because they want to serve
as a faithful biblical witness within the
denomination, much like missionaries
– even though their biblical beliefs
have been pushed aside. There are
still others who remain in because
their churches were not able to afford
the cost of getting their churches out.
And another group is still in because of
shenanigans that were pulled by cer-
tain denominational leaders who slow-
walked their exit until past the exit
deadline.

What we are dealing with here is the
United Methodist Church as a denom-
ination that has been taken over by
people who hold to some form of theo-
logical liberalism. This liberal theology
takes different forms in different plac-
es, but all of the forms are based upon
the same underlying worldview plat-
form.

What is most visible to most outsiders
about the denomination's beliefs is
that they have gone to the mat to
accept abortion as acceptable, gay
marriage as an appropriate family
structure, and acceptance of practic-
ing homosexuals into their clergy. In
addition to these, they have also sub-
stituted an emphasis on "social jus-
tice" for individual spiritual salvation.

In acknowledging these emphases, it
is also important to note that these
more outward expressions are based
upon a more fundamental set of be-
liefs from an entirely different world-
view. More specifically, the authority
source for their liberal theology is not
the Bible, but naturalistic philosophy
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with its relativistic moral and ethical
expressions. With that knowledge,
we are able to answer the three
worldview questions based on their
beliefs, and see how those are differ-
ent from biblical worldview beliefs.

1. What is the nature of ultimate real-
ity?
It can sometimes get a little tricky at
this point because even theologically
liberal United Methodists generally
(though there are exceptions) claim
to believe in God. The problem is,
they interpret the Bible in such a way
as to create their own version of who
this God is. The Bible clearly does
not support abortion, gay marriage,
allowing people living in open sin to
be pastors, or emphasizing social
justice above individual spiritual sal-
vation. To get around this, they use a
methodology for interpreting the Bi-
ble that is based on naturalistic phi-
losophy rather than Biblical Theism.
So while they give a nod to the exis-
tence of an eternal spiritual reality,
they have redefined the biblical nar-
rative in a way that sees sin as pri-
marily a societal issue rather than an
individual one. And it sees the proper
focus of the Christian faith as solving
the problems of society, rather than
of pointing people to personal salva-
tion by faith in Jesus Christ.

2. What is a human being?
The basic thought concerning the
nature of humanity is that humans
are the highest order of creation.
However, they are generally not
thought of as individuals who need
God, but of social groups that need
advocates to help them overcome
the more powerful who oppress them.

3. What is the ultimate a person can
gain in this life?
Rather than thinking of salvation in
terms of leading a person from eter-
nal separation from God into eternal
life, salvation is broadly thought of in
more temporal terms. People are
generally conceived of as either be-

ing in an oppressed class or an op-
pressor class. The ultimate goal,
then, is to help the "oppressed (the
down and out)" overcome their op-
pressors. Thus, salvation is generally
thought of in terms of something that
happens in temporal society. The
church can promote this salvation by
being advocates for the oppressed.

Liberal Theology Is Not Actually
Christian
While United Methodists definitely
think of themselves as Christian, the
theology that is promoted by the de-
nomination is not. True salvation, as
revealed in the Bible, is based on the
decisions individuals make concern-
ing their personal relationship with
God. What the denomination pro-
motes really has nothing to do with
that. It has more to do with creating a
utopian society based on the values
they determine to be right according
to their own priorities. I have no doubt
that there are many people who wor-
ship in United Methodist churches
who are genuine Christians. But if
they are, it is not by following the
theological teachings of the denomi-
nation itself.

The theology promoted by the de-
nomination is a false religion mas-
querading as Christianity. And the
way we know this is by comparing
how biblical theology answers the
three essential worldview questions
to that promoted by the United Meth-
odist Church.

Dealing with false teachings is some-
thing that the Christian church has
had to deal with since its establish-
ment in the first century. In fact, much
of the New Testament was written to
warn the early Christians not to be
led astray by various false faiths.

The concern about false religions
remains today. Probably the most
prominent false teachings inside the
modern church setting is theological
liberalism.
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Of course, it is more widespread than just in the United Methodist Church. Most other protestant denomina-
tions have faced the same thing – and most of them have ended up splitting in the same way as the
Methodists. It has happened with the Presbyterians, Lutherans, Anglicans, Baptists, and more recently we
see it beginning to happen in the Christian Reformed Church of North America. These denominations are not
separating because of minor disagreements, but because the very core of the Christian faith itself is being
compromised.

Because this false faith exists, and is even dominant, within many churches and denominations that are
recognized as "Christian," many people have been, and are continuing to be, deceived into believing that they
represent actual Christianity. They do not! And because of that, it is critical that modern day Christians get up
to speed on how to recognize false religions when they come across them.
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