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In 2013, TIME magazine published a list of the ten
most influential persons (for good or bad) in world
history. According to the magazine the list includ-
ed the following (in descending order): 10 - Thom-
as Jefferson; 9 - Alexander the Great; 8 - Aristotle;
7 - Adolf Hitler; 6 - George Washington; 5 - Abra-
ham Lincoln; 4 - William Shakespeare; 3 - Mu-
hammad; and 2 - Napoleon. At the top of the list,
as you probably guessed, was Jesus Christ.

That Jesus is number one is probably no surprise.
Those of us who are Christians can think of no
other individual who affected the world more than
our Lord Jesus. But, as we indicated in the earlier
installment of this two part series, most people in
the world do not really understand just who Jesus
was and what He did for mankind. In this article
we are analyzing the beliefs of some of the largest
world religions and pseudo-christian movements
concerning what they teach about Jesus Christ.
We began by presenting the Historic Christian
beliefs about Jesus as taught in the New Testa-
ment Scriptures. We then reviewed how Jewish
people, followers of traditional Judaism, generally
regard Jesus. (To read Part 1 click here:
http://www.marketfaith.org/2022/11/what-they-
say-about-jesus-part-1-tal-davis/)

In this installment we will continue by examining
what several other representative religious move-
ments say they believe about Jesus. We begin
with the world's second largest belief system.

Islam
The world religion of Islam was founded in AD 622
by an Arabian merchant named Muhammad (AD

570-632). He proclaimed that he was a prophet
through whom the one true God (Arabic: Allah) re-
vealed his final written revelation to mankind (the
Qur'an). He then established a new and more correct
monotheistic faith than ever before existed. Currently,
approximately one and a half billion people around the
world claim to be Muslims (followers of Islam).

According to Muhammad and Islam, Jesus was cer-
tainly not the incarnation of God nor the Son of God.
Muslims regard it as blasphemy to say a man could be
divine, or even to imply that God could possibly have
a son: "No son did God beget, nor is there any god
along with him." (Qur'an: Sura 23:91) So they see
Jesus as one of God's most important prophets, but
less important than Muhammad.

Jesus is called Isa in the Qur'an where He is men-
tioned in 15 separate Suras (chapters). They believe
Jesus actually did perform miracles, which they say
were signs that Jesus came from Allah. They acknowl-
edge that Muhammad performed no miracles.
Strangely enough, Muslims also believe that Jesus
was born of a virgin. "And Mary the daughter of Imran,
who guarded her chastity; and We breathed into (her
body) of Our spirit; and she testified to the truth of the
words of her Lord and of his Revelations, and was one
of the devout (servants)." (Sura 66:12).

Muslims, however, maintain that a true prophet of God
could not have died in a violent way. So they say that
God took Jesus from the cross and substituted Judas
in His place, or at least someone who looked like
Jesus. He was then taken to heaven where He is alive,
and from where one day He will return. "That they said
(in boast), ‘We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the
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Apostle of Allah'; --But they killed
him not, nor crucified him, but so it
was made to appear to them, and
those who differ therein are full of
doubts, with no (certain) knowl-
edge, but only conjecture to follow,
for of a surety they killed him not."
(Sura 4:157) Thus, since Jesus did
actually not die, the question of His
resurrection makes no sense to
them. He could not, therefore, have
been raised from the dead, and
made no atonement for mankind's
sin.

So Islam is a monotheistic faith, as
are Judaism and Christianity. None-
theless, its beliefs about Jesus
Christ are totally out of line with
historic Christian teaching and the
New Testament.

Hinduism
Hinduism is the third largest reli-
gion, and the largest Far Eastern
Thought worldview movement, in
the world. Hindus claim approxi-
mately 900 million adherents world-
wide, 90% of whom are in India.
Historically, Hindus take no position
about the person and work of Jesus
Christ. He is not at all part of tradi-
tional Hinduism. Most educated
Hindus today probably acknowl-
edge Jesus as genuine historical
figure, and some may regard him as
a great guru (spiritual teacher). A
few Hindus may regard Jesus as
one of the thousands of appearanc-
es of one of the thousands of Hindu
deities. Consequently, Jesus' death
and resurrection are not even dis-
cussed. In summary, Jesus plays
no part in the practices or beliefs of
Hindus.

Buddhism
Buddhism is a world faith held by
approximately 400 million people,
mostly in China, Tibet, Japan, Ko-
rea, and other far eastern nations. It
was founded by a 6th century BC
Nepalese prince named Siddhartha
Gautama (563-483 BC). He later

came to be called the Buddha (The
Enlightened One).

Like Hindus, Buddhists historically
take no position on who Jesus was or
what He did. He is simply not part of
traditional Buddhism. Some modern
Buddhists may regard Jesus as a spir-
itual teacher who attained spiritual "en-
lightenment," but is less important than
Buddha. His death and resurrection
are not issues.

Unitarian Universalism
Unitarianism once had a prominent
place in American history. It was deep-
ly entrenched in certain parts of the
United States, particularly the North-
east, since the nation's earliest days.
Today only a remnant of what was
American Unitarianism still exists in an
organization officially called the Unitar-
ian Universalist Association (UUA).
The UUA is a coalition of affiliated
churches which, in 2014, claimed
158,186 members in 1047 local con-
gregations (down from 164,684 in
2009).

The word "Unitarian" describes the
basic belief that God is a single unitary
being and that the Trinity doctrine is
false. That belief can be traced in an-
cient times to the teachings of Arius
(AD 256-336), a pastor in Alexandria,
Egypt. Arius taught that the Son was a
created being and not equal to the
Father. He argued that the Bible
teaches that Jesus was not God and
made no claims to deity. This Unitarian
view was rejected as heretical by the
Council of Nicea in AD 325.

After that, the Unitarian view remained
dormant in church history until after
the Protestant Reformation. Then, in
the 16th century, theologians Michael
Servetus (AD 1511-1553), in Spain,
and Faustus Socinus (AD 1539-1604),
in Poland, openly questioned the his-
toric Trinitarian doctrine. Later, a Hun-
garian named Francis David (AD
1510-1579) led a movement that was
the first to be labeled Unitarian. In
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England, Unitarianism was led by
John Biddle (AD 1615-1662), who
attempted to disprove the Trinity from
the Bible.

Unitarian churches were established
in many places in the early United
States. In the 20th century Unitarian-
ism began to decline. In 1961, the
American Unitarian Association of
churches merged with a small move-
ment called the Universalist Church
of America. Together they formed the
Unitarian Universalist Association
(UUA). In this group, questions of
theology and doctrine are normally
avoided. More important is that a
diversity of life-styles and beliefs is
encouraged and welcomed. Unitari-
an Universalists who believe that Je-
sus actually lived (and many do not)
regard Him to be merely a moral
teacher or religious reformer. They
generally reject any notion that He
was a uniquely divinely inspired lead-
er, and especially reject the claim
that He was the incarnation of God.

Jehovah's Witnesses
In some ways, the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society (WBTS), better
known by its generic name the Jeho-
vah's Witness, has something in
common with Unitarianism. This is
especially true with regards to the
person and work of Jesus Christ.
This will be evident as we delve into
what Jehovah's believe about Him.

First of all, Jehovah's Witnesses do
believe that Jesus preexisted the cre-
ation of the world. However, He was
not eternally preexistence, nor was
He deity. In fact, they say He was
actually Jehovah God's (the only
God there is) first created being. In
other words, Jesus had a beginning
in time. In His pre-human existence,
He was "The Word" or "Michael the
Archangel." He did not create the
universe, but helped Jehovah create
all "other" things. This perspective is
reflected in their mistranslations of
several key biblical passages in the

WBTS' official Bible version the New
World Translation of the Holy Scrip-
tures (NWT). Compare these verses
to any other standard translation and
see the obvious bias against the dei-
ty of Jesus. Especially notice the
bolded words.

John 1:1 - In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was a god. (NWT)

John 8:58 - Jesus said to them:
"Most truly I say to YOU, Before
Abraham came into existence, I have
been." (NWT)

Colossians 1:15-17 - 15 He is the
image of the invisible God, the first-
born of all creation; 16 because by
means of him all other things were
created in the heavens and on the
earth, the things visible and the
things invisible, whether they are
thrones or lordships or governments
or authorities. All other things have
been created through him and for
him. 17 Also, he is before all other
things, and by means of him all other
things were made to exist. (NWT)
(Note: the highlighted word "other" in
this NWT passage does not appear
in any other translation or any an-
cient New Testament Greek manu-
script.)

Jehovah's Witnesses nonetheless
believe Jesus was a perfect man.
They affirm He was conceived mirac-
ulously and born of a virgin. Then,
Michael the Archangel's life force
was transferred from heaven to His
earthly body. Jesus was baptized at
age 30 when He became the Messi-
ah.

According to the WBTS, Jesus'
earthly life had several purposes: to
bear witness to the truth about Je-
hovah; to defeat Satan and prove
he is a false god; to give His life as
a "ransom sacrifice" to Jehovah.
That theory of the atonement says:
(1) a perfect man, Adam, sinned,
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which required another perfect man as the sacrifice; (2) Jesus ("the Last Adam") was equal to First Adam;
(3) by His death, Jesus cancelled the sin of the world so "the scales of justice" were balanced. Strangely,
the Jehovah's Witnesses strongly insist that Jesus was not crucified on a cross but "impaled on a torture
stake."

Jehovah's Witnesses assert that Jesus' resurrection was purely spiritual and not physical. He only appeared
temporarily in physical form to the disciples and others. Thus, Jesus was given immortality and incorruptibility
by Jehovah as a reward for His faithfulness. He now reigns in heaven where 144,000 of the best Jehovah's
Witnesses will join Him. He will not return physically to earth, but will initiate the final battle of Armageddon to
destroy evil and cleanse the earth for the rest of the resurrected Jehovah's Witnesses to inhabit forever.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Traditional Mormonism)
Perhaps no religious movement has presented itself in the last few decades more thoroughly as "Christian"
than has the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS, also formerly known as the Mormons). That
organization started in 1830 in New York with six members. It now claims more than seventeen million
adherents worldwide, with about seven million in North America. It is by far the largest pseudo-Christian
religious movement in the world. The reason we regard it that way is because its official theology (what we
call traditional Mormonism) is incompatible with historic Christianity. A review of their beliefs about Jesus will
make that clear.

According to the LDS, Jesus was the firstborn of billions of spirit children of Heavenly Father (an exalted
physical human man named Elohim) and a Heavenly Mother in a preexistent spirit world. In that preexistent
world, where all humans dwell prior to their earthly birth, Jesus was called Jehovah. Somehow Jehovah was
able to attain godhood while still in the preexistence. He was eventually chosen by Heavenly Father to be
born on earth as the literal physical offspring of
Heavenly Father and Mary. So Jesus was the "first-
born son of God" in the preexistence, and the "Only-
begotten son of God" physically.

The reason for Him being sent to earth was because,
according to the doctrines of the LDS, humankind
lost its innate immortality when Adam and Eve fell in
the Garden of Eden. Ironically, they regard the Fall
as a good thing since, according to Mormonism, if
Adam and Eve had not sinned they would have
remained immortal. In that case, they could never
have produced children and none of us would have
ever been physically born. Why they could not have
produced children if they had not sinned is not ex-
plained in LDS literature. It certainly does not come
from the Bible. Nevertheless, it is taught in the extra-
biblical Mormon scriptures and in their temple rituals.

So the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
teaches that Jesus restored immortality to mankind
and guaranteed life after death for everyone by suf-
fering in the Garden of Gethsemane, dying on the
cross, and being raised from the dead. Thus Jesus
"atoned" for Adam's "Necessary Fall" to restore im-
mortality lost in the Fall for all humanity. Thus, Jesus'
atonement was effectual for all people, whether they
be Mormon, Christian, Hindu, Muslim, or even Athe-
ist. In this sense, they are practical Universalists . Full
salvation, however, in the Mormon system, requires
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performing an extensive series of unbiblical religious requirements in the church's temples, and being
obedient to the church's teachings in one's personal life.

So we have now surveyed the beliefs of some of the world's largest religious groups concerning Jesus Christ.
We could have included many more. This year, as we near the Christmas season, we need to be mindful of
the full truth of who Jesus was and is (see part one) and why His birth matters. Perhaps we will have
opportunities to interact with people from these or other faiths and can explain to them who Jesus Christ really
was and why they all need to believe in Him as their Savior and Lord.


