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As you may know, a new temple of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (i.e.: Mormons
or LDS) is now under construction in Tallahassee,
Florida, and another is planned for Tampa. There-
fore, we felt it would be helpful to inform our
readers about what exactly goes on inside such a
Mormon temple. In this three part series we are
analyzing the history, purposes, and practices, of
LDS temples. In part one, we looked at the pecu-
liar history of Mormon temples from the first, built
in Kirtland, Ohio, in 1836 (and abandoned in
1838), to the ones now presently being built or
planned. To read that historical survey go here:
http://www.marketfaith.org/2022/06/mormon-
temples-part-1-introduction-and-the-history-of-
mormon-temples-tal-davis/.

In the second installment we looked at the "En-
dowment" ceremony, one of the three basic prac-
tices conducted in Mormon temples. To read part
two go here:
http://www.marketfaith.org/2022/06/mormon-
temples-part-2-temple-endowments-tal-davis/ .

We now turn to the other two special rituals con-
ducted in LDS temples. Remember, only Mor-
mons who have an up-to-date, signed "Temple
Recommend" (identification card) are authorized
to enter an LDS temple, either to participate in the
rituals or to observe them. We also noted that
Mormons are prohibited from discussing the con-
tent of the temple rituals outside of their walls,
even to each other. Ironically, that means the first
time a Mormon finds out what is done in a temple
is when they go through one for the first time.

We now start with what the LDS considers one of its
most important practices: Baptisms for the Dead.

Baptism for the Dead
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints be-
lieves that a person's eternal salvation and destiny
depends on several steps he or she must  accomplish.
We already mentioned that the LDS teaches that
Jesus' death and resurrection provides salvation for all
people from the effects of the Fall of Adam and Eve
(the loss of immortality). Thus all people, no matter
their religious beliefs, will be resurrected from the dead
at the return of Christ. But for Mormonism, that "Un-
conditional Redemption" is only the first step of a
number necessary to attain the fullness of salvation,
called "Conditional Redemption," in the highest level
of heaven, called the Celestial Kingdom.

One of those essential elements is being a member of
God's one true church – that is, the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. In order to be a member,
the first requirement, besides believing in what the
church teaches about God, etc., is baptism by immer-
sion performed by a man holding what the LDS calls
the Aaronic Priesthood. This initiation rite is so impor-
tant, that if it is not done before death, an individual
must have a good Mormon do it for them by proxy in
an LDS temple after they have died.

Yes, Mormons believe that all people can be saved
and join the LDS church, even after they have died.
But that is possible only if a good living Mormon
volunteer will go to an LDS temple and is baptized on
their behalf. (Baptisms for people joining the church
while still alive can be performed in any LDS Ward
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building.) Baptisms for the dead
must be performed only in LDS
temples in special fonts designed
just for that purpose. Patrons being
baptized for a dead person are giv-
en a name of a deceased individual
which they present to the temple
worker performing the ritual. The
worker then immerses the volunteer
in the font and says something like
this: "I baptize you, on behalf of
John Doe, who is dead, in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost."  Careful records are kept on
file of when and where each dead
person was baptized.

We might ask, of course, where did
the LDS get this idea for baptizing
dead people? The practice
stemmed from the misinterpreta-
tions of Joseph Smith, Jr., of sever-
al biblical texts including 1 Peter
4:6; Malachi 4:5-6; and 1 Corinthi-
ans 15:29 (all from KJV). It is also
based on revelations Smith claimed
to receive directly form God. They
are recorded in the in extra-biblical
LDS scripture called The Doctrine
and Covenants. Let's analyze the
Biblical texts they use to proof-text
this doctrine.

1 Peter 4:6
"For this cause was the gospel
preached also to them that are
dead, that they might be judged
according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the spirit."
(KJV) This obscure verse is used to
prove that the LDS gospel is
preached to non-Mormons who
have died and now reside in what
they refer to as "Spirit Prison." That
term was coined from the LDS' spu-
rious interpretation of 1 Peter 3:19.
Both of those verses are difficult to
interpret. New Testament scholars
disagree as to what exactly Peter
was talking about. In any case, the
verses must not be pulled out of
context as Joseph Smith does, but
must be read in the full context of 1
Peter. Simply put, to use them to

justify baptism for the dead is a major
hermeneutical overstretch.

Malachi 4:5-6;
"5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord: 6 And he
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to
their fathers, lest I come and smite the
earth with a curse." (KJV) As for this
Old Testament passage, it is also used
out of its context. It is part of a section
describing the ministry of Elijah in the
eschatological age. The text says noth-
ing at all about baptism, and must be
read in light of what Jesus said in Mat-
thew 11:14. Jesus says the promise is
fulfilled by John the Baptist "in the spirit
and power of Elijah" (though he was not
literally Elijah - John 1:21-23). Of
course, John only baptized living peo-
ple who had repented and confessed
their sins (Matt. 3:1-6).

1 Corinthians 15:29
"29 Else what shall they do which are
baptized for the dead, if the dead rise
not at all? Why are they then baptized
for the dead?" (KJV) This is the other
New Testament verse used by the
LDS to justify baptism for the dead.
Who and what exactly Paul was refer-
ring to is unsaid. However, the context
of chapter fifteen concerns the reality
and nature of the resurrection of Christ
and of his followers. Paul simply men-
tions, in what is a rhetorical question,
that someone, or group, in that time
was baptizing for the dead. Note he
refers to them in the third person plural
pronoun (they), not in the first person
(we).

Paul does not say he is participating in
the practice or that he endorses it, only
that someone, he does not say who, is
doing it. He does not even say they
were Christians. His point was, that if
they did not believe in a bodily resurrec-
tion of the dead, then why would they
bother to be baptized for them? For the
LDS to use 1 Corinthians 15:29 as a
biblical justification for their baptisms for
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the dead is a major hermeneutical
leap from what Paul was saying, and
completely misses the point of his
writing in chapter fifteen.

In the Mormon theological system,
doing "work for the dead" is consid-
ered an essential duty for members.
It is their responsibility to find the
names of their deceased ancestors
in order to provide for them the
chance for post-mortem salvation in
Spirit Prison. To aid in this endeavor,
the LDS operates the world's largest
Family History Library. A database of
millions of deceased people and their
genealogies are kept there. Also, de-
tailed files are kept on each dead
person who has been baptized by
proxy (or received other post-mortem
ordinances). Those names are cata-
loged, along with the member's
name who was baptized on their be-
half, along with the date and temple
location where it was performed.

The LDS teaches that Mormon mis-
sionaries will be sent from Paradise
(where dead Mormons go to await
the resurrection) to preach the Mor-
mon gospel to the unbaptized dead
in Spirit Prison. There, non-Mormons
will have the opportunity, if they so
choose, to accept the message and
become members of Christ's church
(the LDS of course). However, as we
have indicated, it requires that a Mor-
mon now living in the flesh go to the
temple to be baptized on their behalf.
The same post-mortem principle ap-
plies to marriage and receiving the
endowments.

Celestial Marriage
Mormonism teaches that there are
three levels of heaven to which peo-
ple will go after the judgment. The
lowest level is called, the telestial
kingdom where evil people are con-
signed. The middle level is the terres-
trial kingdom where good people who
are not LDS go. The highest level is
called the Celestial Kingdom. It is
only for good Mormons who have

completed successfully all the church
requirements for salvation. In this
kingdom, some of the best Mormons
may be exalted to godhood where
they, like our Heavenly Father, will be
come gods of their own worlds.

One of those requirements for full
Mormon salvation is Celestial (Tem-
ple) Marriage for time and eternity.
That is to say, Mormons believe their
marriages and families extend be-
yond death into the afterlife. In order
to reach the Celestial Kingdom, the
Mormon must be married in a Mor-
mon temple and have (ideally) a
large and successful family. If they
accomplish this requirement along
with all the other temple work, they
can go to the Celestial Kingdom
where they may be exalted to god-
hood as husband and wife. So then,
marriage is not only important for the
Mormon faith, it is essential and a
necessary ingredient in salvation.

Special rooms in the temples, called
"Sealing Rooms," are used to per-
form these eternal weddings. The
ceremonies are performed by temple
workers. Only Mormons in good
standing are allowed to observe the
rituals (which are often preceded by
the couple doing their Endowments).
Weddings performed outside of tem-
ples are considered only temporal
and will end at the death of the hus-
band or wife.

The Bible teaches that marriage is a
very important element in the earthly
life of a Christian. However, it never
indicates that marriage is essential
for eternal life. Christian salvation is
entirely dependent on one's personal
faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord. The Bible also does not teach
that the earthly family unit or marriag-
es will extend into the afterlife. Jesus
made this clear when answering a
trick question by the Sadducees:

"On that day some Sadducees (who
say there is no resurrection) came to
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Jesus and questioned Him, saying, 'Teacher, Moses said, "If a man dies having no children, his brother as
next of kin shall marry his wife, and raise up children for his brother." Now there were seven brothers among
us; and the first married and died, and having no children, he left his wife to his brother. It was the same also
with the second brother, and the third, down to the seventh. Last of all, the woman died. In the resurrection,
therefore, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had her in marriage.' But Jesus answered and
said to them, 'You are mistaken, since you do not understand the Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the
resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.'" (Matthew 22:24-30
NASB)

Conclusion
Yes,  a new Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints temple will soon be present in Tallahassee. You may
want to tour it during the open-house when (and if) it is held. If you do take the tour, and you won't likely have
another chance, keep your eyes and ears open to see what the guides do or do not tell you about what will
happen when the temple is fully dedicated. As you go through it be polite and respectful. Remember, LDS
temples are regarded by Mormons as sacred places, so we don't want to seen as impertinent. But, if
questions are taken, do ask pointed inquiries about what and why things are done in each of the rooms.
Nevertheless, keep in mind, that the rituals and ceremonies conducted in LDS temple are totally without
biblical support. Your friends and fellow church members may wonder about it, so now you can help inform
them.

For more extensive information on the beliefs and practices of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
and other non-Christian religious movements visit our website at  http://www.marketfaith.org/2018/11/non-
biblical-theism/.
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